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The history of Newfoundland is intimately tied to its 
relationship with the sea, to its island status and its 
consequent cultural isolation, to its reliance on fish-
ing and more recently oil. But it is also one of tides 
- of prosperity and loss, migration and resettlement, 
of occupation and erasure.

This research is an investigation into the nature of 
mutable landscapes – shifting settlements, resources
and infrastructures. It is recognized that the needs of 
each community and the resources of each environ-
ment are diverse in type and supply. The spatializa-
tion of an energy infrastructure has the opportunity 
to link, in a dynamic system, the ecological, political, 
cultural, and historical constituents atomized com-
munities. It has the potential to be a dynamic sys-
tem that forces a presence in the everyday lives of a 
cultural habitat.

This investigation tests the possibility for a contem-
porary energy infrastructure, usually hidden from 
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the cultural landscape, to become a physically and 
culturally pronounced manifestation of a layered his-
torical narrative.

This work exhumes histories of Newfoundland and 
uncovers omnipresent themes of mutability, shifting,
movement, and transience, presenting the history of
Newfoundland as a fluctuating story of the sea. 
These stories not only frame the historical spatial-
izations of Newfoundland’s population, its infrastruc-
tures, and economies through various media, but 
they also simultaneously outline the social and eco-
nomic deficiencies of modern approaches to devel-
oping the island. Structured chronologically, the re-
search forms the basis for an investigation into new 
ideas for an infrastructure off the southern coast of 
Newfoundland.

The discovery of oil within the Grand Banks marked 
a shift in their economic focus away from cod and in 
the direction of oil. However, Newfoundland remains
dependent on a mono-economy and the social de-
ficiencies remain. It becomes clear that the issues 
behind the difficulties this province faces is not a sin-
gular but a layered series of causes and effects. The 

speculated infrastructure addresses this multiplicity 
while still sustainably capitalizing on the sea. It may 
also seek financial leverage from the oil industries as 
a form of royalties to the province of Newfoundland.

This investigation tests the possibility for a contem-
porary energy and monitoring system to become 
a physically and culturally pronounced manifesta-
tion of a layered historical narrative. It has the op-
portunity to link the ecological, political, cultural, 
and historical constituents in atomized communi-
ties while working as a dynamic system that re-
sponds to their needs and demands. This design 
project exemplifies themes of shifting and move-
ment through a mobile, water-based energy, re-
search, and cultural infrastructure. It is situated off 
the southern coast of Newfoundland and engages 
both the land and the sea.

This thesis does not try to tame, resolve, or control 
the sea. The sea is always itself, ordered by its own 
cycles of tides, currents and ecologies. One can re-
ally only synchronize the relationships between land 
and sea.
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